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SAND SHOWCASE
Kesha, page 5 
Students gathered in the bridge 
lounge of the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Union Wednesday to make sand 
bottles that demonstrated diversity.
   
BATTING BREAKOUT
The Panthers’ bats came through 
as the baseball team beat South-
ern Illinois-Carbondale 10-7 
Wednesday at Coaches Stadium.
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By Loren Dickson
Entertainment Reporter | @DEN_News
The party will not start until Ke-
sha walks in Lantz Arena.
The Spring Concert, featuring 
the pop star and her band “The 
Creepies,” will take place 8 p.m. 
Saturday night, with doors opening 
at 7 p.m.  
Rebecca Cash, concert coordi-
nator for the University Board and 
self-described “huge Kesha fan” has 
been preparing for the concert with 
her team since October.
“I knew for about two months 
who would be performing before 
we did the big reveal,” she said. “All 
of my friends were asking me for 
months. It was so hard not to tell 
anyone.”
Cash said even Eastern President 
David Glassman was eager to find 
out who the Spring Concert per-
former was. 
Before it  was announced, he 
would ask her and other members 
of the University Board about it, 
she said.
“It was crazy telling the president 
of the university that I couldn’t tell 
him who it was,” Cash chuckled. 
“I just love Kesha so much and her 
music. I’m so excited.”
Cash and other members of the 
University Board will get to meet 
Kesha and take a group picture 
with her.
“I’m trying not to think about 
it because I don’t want to say any-
thing stupid,” she said. “I’ll proba-
bly freak out once I walk out of the 
room.”
Kesha  pos ted  a  concer t  an -
nouncement on her Facebook page, 
which Cash believes brought East-
ern and the concert more attention.
“She’s actually already perform-
ing in Michigan the day before she 
comes to Eastern,” Cash said. “The 
logistics worked out perfectly.”
The university agreed with Kes-
ha’s agents to pay $80,000 for the 
performance.
Overall,  Cash said Kesha has 
been very chill and laid-back with a 
lot of her requests.
Preparations set for Kesha’s performance
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Sister Habiba Bihnam speaks to an audience during Wednesday’s Panel on Refugees in Coleman Auditorium. The 
Iraqi Dominican Sister is currently living and working in Springfield until September when she will return to Iraq.
By Mallory Kutnick
Campus Reporter | @DEN_News
Dominican-Iraqi sister Habiba 
Bihnam Toma spoke Wednesday 
about the time she spent helping 
refugees after bombings in north-
ern Iraq in 2014.
Toma said she and her fellow 
sisters did not want to leave Qa-
raqosh, Iraq until everyone in the 
village had fled, but upon hear-
ing news that ISIS was on its way, 
they were forced to retreat.
“A friend called me and tear-
fully pleaded that the sisters leave 
quickly,” Toma, who began learn-
ing English in the fall, said. “ISIS 
had already entered…and we were 
in grave danger.”
ISIS demanded the remaining 
survivors convert to Islam, pay 
monthly fees or be killed. 
Between this  and the explo-
sions, 25,000 Iraqis were forced to 
leave their homes, many with lit-
tle more than the clothes on their 
backs.
“(The) only (things) we brought 
with us (were) our prayer books,” 
Toma said. “It was a shock to leave 
the walls of our convent and see 
the streets full of cars and people, 
all doing as we were doing, leav-
ing our (homes) out of fear for our 
lives.”
Alongside their neighbors, the 
Dominican s i s ter s  t rave led 48 
miles east to Ankawa, Iraq.
“The main road was (so) filled 
with cars and people walking that 
we could not continue,”  Toma 
said. “We abandoned the road for 
(an) unused path.”
A soldier guarding the border of 
Ankawa’s providence, Kurdistan, 
kept the Dominican sisters from 
entering by car.
“I told him all of (the) sisters 
can’t walk,” Toma said. “They are 
elderly.”
They had barely reached Anka-
wa when ISIS invaded.
“We heard the sound of gun-
sho t s ,”  Toma  s a id .  “ We  we re 
afra id.  (We) cr ied,  prayed and 
moved slowly among the thou-
sands of people crouching to the 
ground to avoid the bullets and 
yelling, ‘Where are you, O God? 
Why have you abandoned us?’”
Toma said survivors l ived on 
the streets and in churches. Many 
sough t  she l t e r  i n  in comp l e t e 
buildings that did not have win-
dows or roofs. The only heat they 
had to prepare food with was from 
the sun. Many were crying. 
They were sleep-deprived, hun-
gry and thirsty.
Like the Dominican sisters, the 
priests and bishops who had also 
fled and suffered the same fate re-
fused to leave the refugees’ sides.
“Finally, all of the sisters arrived 
at the convent,” Toma said. “(We) 
numbered 75 living in a building 
meant to hold 20.”
The s i s ter s  and pr ies t s  sp l i t 
into 15 teams of  two to travel 
across Ankawa and assist at vari-
ous camps, with some living in a 
school abandoned for the summer.
“All day we visited (the refu-
gees), listened to their suffering, 
encouraged them to be patient, 
wait in hope and strength of their 
faith,” Toma said.
The sisters gathered adults to 
pray and kept the children busy at 
play. 
They  accepted donat ions  of 
food, clothing, water and money.
“Each family had limited living 
space, several sharing one class-
room, others crowding under the 
stairs  or l iving in tents,” Toma 
said. “The men and young people 
slept outside under the stars.”
Eventua l ly,  school  was  back 
in session, and the refugees were 
forced out to the tents. Toma re-
called that the rain brought snakes 
and scorpions, but eventually the 
church managed to rent houses for 
the displaced families.
“Some  o f  the  young  adu l t s 
(had) given up their college in or-
der to work and provide for their 
families,” Toma said. “Because all 
of our (younger) students were 
without school, we noticed an in-
crease in violent behavior among 
them.”
As a result, the sisters opened 
four makeshift kindergartens and 
two elementary schools.
“Everyone was suffering because 
ISIS destroyed not only our homes 
and schools but our churches and 
monasteries and all the landmarks 
of our 2,000-year-old Christian 
culture,” Toma said. “We feel that 
we can only return to our village 
when there is peace and when the 
international community can (en-
sure) our safety and protection.”
Mallory Kutnick can be reached at 
581-2812 or mbkutnick@eiu.edu.
Iraqi sister recounts refugee experience
"(We) numbered 75 living in a building 
meant to hold 20,"
Habiba Biham Toma, speaker
Student 
Senate 
releases 
unofficial 
vote count
By Leon Mire
Associate News Editor | @DEN_News
Student Senate released its unoffi-
cial 2017 spring election results and 
vigorously debated whether it should 
officially support a Teach Out in 
Springfield the Thursday before finals.
The unofficial election results are as 
follows:
Luke Young won the most votes 
for student body president, over Fe-
licia Wagner and Jonathan Williams. 
Derek Pierce won more votes than 
Juan Nevarez for executive vice pres-
ident. 
Zachary Cohen ran unopposed for 
student vice president for student af-
fairs.
Rebecca Cash won more votes than 
Tarvea Durant for student vice presi-
dent for academic affairs.
Senators Zaria Greene, Sam Reiss, 
Ean Watson and Danny Estradasolis 
were all confirmed as senators.
Student Body President Catie 
Witt said she was pleased at the vot-
er turnout, with a total of 1,151 votes 
cast. She said she had never seen over 
1,000 votes cast. “Obviously I want it 
to be 7,000 – I want 100% voter par-
ticipation – but that’s still really cool,” 
she said. 
She said several of the races were 
close, with a difference of 67 votes be-
tween Young and Wagner and a dif-
ference of 36 votes between Cash and 
Durant.
Senate member Jesse Winter said 
he thought the close races showed 
that students were concerned with the 
issues the candidates spoke about. “It 
wasn’t just a popularity contest,” he 
said.
Witt said the official election re-
sults will not be announced until the 
senate’s next meeting Wednesday. 
Candidates will have 72 hours to file 
potential grievances. 
If any grievances are filed, Witt 
said, the election commission would 
decide whether a re-vote was neces-
sary.
The Student Senate was divided 
on whether it should support a res-
olution for a statewide Teach Out 
Thursday, April 27.  Faculty and stu-
dents will travel via bus to the Capi-
tol Building in Springfield and teach 
classes in the rotunda to pressure leg-
islators to pass funding for higher ed-
ucation.
The resolution to support the 
Teach Out was rejected 8-9. Every 
senate member who spoke in the de-
bate said students who are passion-
ate about the budget impasse are wel-
come to visit Springfield if they have 
time. 
Student Senate, page 5 
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Ivanka 
Trump is officially joining her father's 
administration as an unpaid employ-
ee, after her plans to serve in a more 
informal capacity were questioned by 
ethics experts.
The first daughter announced 
Wednesday that she will serve as 
an unpaid employee in the White 
House, saying she had "heard the 
concerns some have with my ad-
vising the President in my person-
al capacity." She added that she has 
been "working in good faith with the 
White House Counsel and my per-
sonal counsel to address the unprec-
edented nature of my role."
The news about Ivanka Trump 
was first reported by The New York 
Times. A White House official said 
her title will be Assistant to the Pres-
ident.
In a statement, the White House 
said it was "pleased that Ivanka 
Trump has chosen to take this step 
in her unprecedented role as First 
Daughter and in support of the Pres-
ident. "
Trump previously announced she 
was getting a West Wing office and a 
security clearance, but would not of-
ficially join the administration. That 
decision had drawn criticism from 
ethics experts.
Several attorneys and government 
watchdog leaders last week wrote a 
letter to White House counsel Don 
McGahn asking him to reconsider his 
approval of Ivanka Trump serving her 
father without becoming an official 
government employee. Such a des-
ignation carries with it the require-
ment to follow an array of transpar-
ency and ethical provisions, including 
a law prohibiting conflicts of interest.
Trump had said she'd voluntarily 
follow such provisions.
Ivanka Trump takes official role
BAGHDAD (AP)  — A su i -
cide truck bomb targeted a police 
checkpoint in southern Baghdad on 
Wednesday night, killing 15 people 
and wounding 45, according to Iraqi 
officials.
The bomber detonated the vehi-
cle, an oil tanker laden with explo-
sives, security and hospital officials 
said, speaking on condition of ano-
nymity under regulations. Three po-
licemen were among the dead while 
the rest were civilians, and a number 
of policemen were also wounded, the 
officials said.
No one immediately claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack, but the Is-
lamic State group has carried out sim-
ilar attacks as their territorial hold in 
Iraq weakens.
Iraqi forces are fighting IS in west-
ern Mosul, where some 2,000 IS 
fighters are launching fierce counter-
attacks. After the beginning the op-
eration to retake Mosul in Octo-
ber, Iraqi authorities in January de-
clared they have liberated eastern Mo-
sul, which is separated from the city's 
western neighborhoods by the Tigris 
River.
Western Mosul is densely populat-
ed and has proven to be a much more 
difficult fight for Iraqi and coalition 
forces, which have resorted to greater 
use of artillery and airstrikes to clear 
and hold territory.
A number of airstrikes in western 
Mosul have resulted in high civilians 
casualties, according to residents in-
terviewed by The Associated Press. 
The U.S.-led coalition says a strike in 
western Mosul on March 17 likely re-
sulted in civilian casualties and is in-
vestigating the incident.
Suicide bomb in Baghdad kills 15
NEWARK, N.J. (AP) — Two for-
mer aides to Gov. Chris Christie were 
sentenced to prison Wednesday for 
creating a colossal traffic jam at the 
George Washington Bridge for politi-
cal revenge, a scandal that sank Chris-
tie's White House campaign and was 
attributed by the judge to a venom-
ous climate inside state government.
Bill Baroni, Christie's appointee 
to the Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey, was sentenced to two 
years in prison, and Bridget Kelly, 
Christie's former deputy chief of staff, 
was sentenced to 18 months at sepa-
rate hearings in the 2013 lane-closing 
case. Both must also serve 500 hours 
of community service.
U.S. District Judge Susan Wigen-
ton said it was clear there was nev-
er a legitimate traffic study, as they 
claimed during the trial, and said the 
defendants sought to mislead the jury 
with their testimony.
CHICAGO (AP) — Environmen-
tal groups that vowed to fight Presi-
dent Donald Trump's efforts to roll 
back his predecessor's plans to curb 
global warming made good on their 
promise Wednesday, teaming up with 
an American Indian tribe to ask a fed-
eral court to block an order that lifts 
restrictions on coal sales from federal 
lands.
The Interior Department last year 
placed a moratorium on new coal leas-
es on federal lands to review the cli-
mate change impacts of burning the 
fuel and whether taxpayers were get-
ting a fair return. But Trump on Tues-
day signed a sweeping executive order 
that included lifting the moratorium, 
and also initiated a review of former 
President Barack Obama's signature 
plan to restrict greenhouse gas emis-
sions from coal-fired power plants.
Environmentalists say lifting the 
moratorium will worsen climate 
change and allow coal to be sold for 
unfairly low prices.
The White House did not imme-
diately respond to an email seeking 
comment on the lawsuit. The Depart-
ment of Justice declined comment.
Environmental groups have been 
preparing for months to fight the 
Trump administration's environmen-
tal rollbacks, including by hiring more 
lawyers and raising money. Trump, 
who has called global warming a 
"hoax" invented by the Chinese, said 
during his campaign that he would 
kill Obama's climate plans and bring 
back coal jobs.
Advocates said they also will work 
to mobilize public opposition to the 
executive order, saying they expect a 
backlash from Americans who worry 
about climate change.
A poll released in September 
found 71 percent of Americans want 
the U.S. government to do some-
thing about global warming, includ-
ing 6 percent who think the govern-
ment should act even though they are 
not sure that climate change is hap-
pening. That poll, which also found 
most Americans are willing to pay a 
little more each month to fight global 
warming, was conducted by The Asso-
ciated Press-NORC Center for Public 
Affairs Research and the Energy Policy 
Institute at the University of Chicago.
Executive order met with lawsuit
CARBONDALE, Ill. (AP) — The 
president of Southern Illinois University 
says the Carbondale campus needs to cut 
$30 million due in part to the lack of a 
state budget.
President Randy Dunn says in a 
Wednesday letter to the campus that he 
will ask the school's board of trustees to 
consider declaring a short-term finan-
cial emergency for the Carbondale cam-
pus. He says Carbondale also may borrow 
money from the Edwardsville campus.
Dunn wrote that SIU shouldn't "rea-
sonably assume state money will be forth-
coming anytime soon." He blames the 
lack of state funding for the financial 
problems paired with enrollment losses. 
Dunn called the state budget impasse a 
"governmental abomination."
Dunn says specific cuts should be final-
ized no later than July 1. SIU trustees next 
meet April 6.
Illinois has been without a state budget 
for 21 months.
SIU president 
predicts 30M 
in budget cuts
Christie aides 
get prison time 
for bridge plot
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By Rashod Whitaker
Contributing Writer | @DEN_News
With over 130 scheduled pre-
sentations, this year’s Student Re-
search and Creat ive  Discovery 
Conference will have a lot of new 
faces.
Many of the students who pres-
ent will be competing for national 
academic honors.  
Richard England, chair of the 
Underg radua te  Resea rch  Task 
Force, said the conference is an 
opportunity for participants to 
show their skills and projects off 
to the world.
 An array of  disc ipl ines  wi l l 
be represented at the conference, 
set to start at 12:15 p.m. Friday 
in the University Ballroom of the 
Martin Luther King Jr. University 
Union.  These subjects include ki-
nesiology, education, business and 
the fine arts. 
The conference is open to the 
public.
England said he is excited for 
this year’s conference because it 
gives him the opportunity to learn 
about topics he knows nothing 
about. 
Each student has a faculty men-
tor who helps them with their pre-
sentation.
This  re lat ionship forged be-
tween the faculty mentor and the 
student is just as important as the 
research conducted by the partici-
pants, England said.  
England sa id the conference 
is about more than just bragging 
rights.
Rather, it is a practice room for 
the students to hone their skills, 
he said, which will potentially set 
them apart from other applicants 
when looking for jobs.  
There are several Eastern alum-
ni who have participated in the 
conference who have gone on to 
receive accolades for work in their 
respective discipline.  
He sa id this  conference i s  a 
chance for future pupils to be-
come inspired by the work of cur-
rent participants.  
England sa id underc lassmen 
can seek out a faculty mentor they 
trust to help them participate in 
upcoming conferences, 
“ The  mos t  en thus i a s t i c  r e -
searchers you meet are the ones 
just starting,” he said.  
The conference will be in sever-
al conference rooms of the Martin 
Luther King Jr. University Union 
and the Doudna Fine Arts Center. 
Pizza and other refreshments will 
be provided.  
Rashod Whitaker can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or rawhitaker@eiu.edu
Annual research conference to show student work
By Jack Arkus
Contributing Writer | @DEN_News
Students made their opinions 
known after  i t  was  announced 
there would be some changes in 
underclassmen parking. 
On Tuesday,  Ea s t e rn  Po l i ce 
Chief Kent Martin sent out a mass 
emai l  to  the s tudent  body an-
nouncing that the University Po-
lice Department will be eliminat-
ing the “underclass” parking re-
striction on a trial basis. 
This means for the rest of the 
semester, students will be allowed 
to park in any lot designated for 
student parking.  
Before this trial, upperclassmen 
and underclassmen had different 
designated parking areas.
Un d e r c l a s s  p e r m i t s  c o u l d 
only be used in areas with  blue 
s igns  and underc la s smen were 
only able to park in areas such 
as Greek court, University court, 
Ninth Street Lot, W-Lot and parts 
of the Stadium Lot.  
Vincent Rodriguez,  a sopho-
more pre-nursing major, said the 
university is  on the right track 
with changing the parking priv-
i leges ,  though he has  a  di f fer -
ent suggestion for what changes 
should be made.  
“I honestly think the university 
should change it to honors park-
ing instead of upperclassman park-
ing,” Rodriguez said.  “To me, this 
is a change for the better, but I 
feel that giving students who re-
ceive a high GPA a better parking 
spot is the best overall incentive.”  
The idea of extending parking 
privileges is something that the 
Parking Advisory Committee has 
been discussing at meetings all se-
mester. A proposal was made to 
Martin, who then ran the idea by 
the rest of his staff.   
C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r  St a c e y 
Smith has been in the committee 
since mid-June. She said this con-
sensus on parking is good for the 
time being, but subject to change 
in the future.  
“I think this is a beneficial ac-
tion for now based on the popu-
lation of the campus,” Smith said. 
“If enrollment were to rise next 
year, then that would be some-
thing to consider before making 
permanent changes.”  
Taylor Huerta, a senior health 
studies major, drives a Kia Soul to 
her classes on campus.
She said lifting the restriction 
on underclass parking is a good 
idea. 
“I think it’s fair and makes more 
sense considering the number of 
underclassmen compared to up-
perclassmen,” Huerta said. 
Looking back on her freshman 
and sophomore year, Huerta wish-
es this action happened sooner.
“As a freshman, I can remember 
when there were no underclassmen 
spots open, but the upperclassmen 
spots were basically empty,” she 
said. “Overall, this will give the 
younger students better access to 
go to their classes.”  
Makayla Taylor, a freshman pre-
nursing major, said the temporary 
new change is more convenient for 
her day-to-day schedule.   
“In  the  fa l l ,  I  parked across 
f rom Ford (Hal l )  for  the  f i r s t 
month. Then, I suddenly start-
ed receiving parking tickets like 
no other. When I went to the of-
fice to get these cleared, I thought 
it was absolutely ridiculous that I 
was unable to park across from my 
dorm,” Taylor said. 
While this may not seem like a 
big deal to some, Taylor said, the 
change is better for someone who 
works and goes to school during 
the week. 
“It’s convenient to now be able 
to park in the lot across from my 
dorm instead of parking in the W-
lot and walking to Ford,” Taylor 
said. 
Martin said he wants to make 
sure the new system works effec-
tively before making any perma-
nent changes.
Jack Arkus can be reached at 581-
2812 or jtarkus@eiu.edu.
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Upperclassmen, underclassmen react to parking changes
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Staff Editorial
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of 
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.
Megan Ivey
Provost open sessions essential for students
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Tom Nook the Loanshark
Concert etiquette required for every music fan
Realistic film 
love stories 
are refreshing 
reality checks
During the last couple of weeks, two pro-
vost candidates have already spent days vis-
iting Eastern’s campus, both with the objec-
tive of becoming a member of the admin-
istration and university community as a 
whole.
Their days have been rife with interviews, 
dinners, tours and more, including open ses-
sions with faculty, staff and students. 
According to administration reporter 
Chrissy Miller, who has been covering these 
open sessions, not many students have at-
tended the student open session for the last 
two provost candidates. 
Of course, we at The News understand 
how busy students are, especially now. It is 
the tail-end of the semester, after all, and ev-
eryone is racing to the finish line. Howev-
er, these open sessions are not too time-con-
suming, as they last about an hour. More 
importantly, they will play an important 
part in deciding the direction the universi-
ty goes. 
Even seniors who are already halfway out 
the door or underclassmen who clocked out 
a long time ago should have some account-
ability for the way the school is run. Having 
school spirit means more than just going to 
pep rallies or cheering at basketball games. 
It also means making sure the university has 
the administration it needs and deserves to 
lead us into a better future.
The new provost will be the second most 
powerful person in the school, directly un-
der the president. The decisions and sugges-
tions they end up making will shape what 
the university will look like for years. A cur-
riculum vitae and resume can only tell us 
so much about the provost candidates. It is 
much more valuable to hear what they have 
to say and ask them the questions that need 
to be asked. Make sure these candidates are 
aware of the challenges facing Eastern right 
now as well as its various successes. The new 
provost needs to know the problems that 
need to be fixed, but they also have to act as 
a champion for the university. 
In fact, many important issues have al-
ready been brought up by people at the 
open sessions, including issues of transpar-
ency and shared governance. This kind of 
access to a potential member of the adminis-
tration should not be squandered.
And after these open sessions, The News 
encourages anyone who was present to fill 
out the evaluation surveys located on the 
provost search webpage. 
According to the website, these will be 
confidential, so participants can and should 
be as candid as possible. There is no reason 
to spare any detail. If there are potential red 
flags or issues with the candidate, these need 
to be addressed now before it is too late. At 
the same time, any attributes the candidates 
have that could benefit the university should 
be mentioned as well, so the deserving can-
didate does not go overlooked. We implore 
the current administration and anyone in-
volved in deciding who the next provost is 
will look at this feedback carefully and ob-
jectively, and keep the whole campus com-
munity’s opinions in mind. 
It is safe to say I have had my fair share 
of concerts and that I know what to expect. 
However, despite the many concerts I go to, 
no matter what band or music genre it is 
for, there is always the same type of people 
who make it a little less enjoyable for every-
one around them.
Whether you are going to an opera or a 
Slipknot concert, the unwritten rules stay 
the same. Common courtesy is desired, but 
it is not always found. This is a little thing I 
like to call “concert etiquette.” 
Do not rush the stage.  Yes,  you may 
want to get as close to the stage as possible, 
but you run the risk of crushing the peo-
ple in front of you. It has happened, I have 
been on the receiving end of it and it is not 
pleasant. 
Do not sit on someone’s shoulders or 
enable someone to sit  on yours.  Every-
one wants to see the stage, not the backs 
of strangers. I am not speaking just from a 
short person’s point of view; I am speaking 
for everyone who has experienced the hu-
man column. 
Every once in a while, put your phone 
down during the show. It is  worth it .  I 
promise. Taking the occasional video and 
photo is totally fine, but, like the human 
column, not everyone wants to see the 
bright light from a phone during a show. 
Using flash is usually a big “no no,” as well. 
It is annoying and frowned upon in many 
venues. Plus, you may miss some cool stuff 
on stage if you keep your nose in a phone.
Do not, by any means, scream at the top 
of your lungs. Trust me, we all know con-
certs are exciting; that is why we are there. 
The concert will most likely be plenty loud, 
but that does not mean you have to be 
equally as loud. The general exclamations 
and cheers are great. Just do not break the 
eardrums of the person next to you. 
Do sing along to the songs. It gets every-
one around you pumped up and comfort-
able to sing, too.  It does not matter if you 
are good or bad. A good concert should be 
loud enough that people will not even care. 
Plus, most performers love the energy and 
participation from the crowd as it makes for 
a memorable experience.
Do not leave right before or during the 
show. This is for your own convenience and 
for the people around you. I can almost 
guarantee your spot (as long as it is a gen-
eral admissions spot) will be taken if you 
leave it. 
Do not be the complainer of your group 
or in general. Concerts are usually about 
the experience, and they are generally not 
the most comfortable ones. You may be 
standing for a long time in the same spot or 
be slightly crushed by crowds. Complaining 
will not make the situation any better.
Unless you have tickets with reserved 
seating, you will want to get to the venue 
early. This is more of a tip rather than pro-
tocol. However, the earlier you get there, 
the less likely you are to run into problem 
later and find a reason to complain about 
them.
Do not get drunk and sloppy. Concerts 
are supposed to be fun and memorable, 
right? No one wants a sloppy mess stagger-
ing, vomiting or picking fights with people 
during the show. You do not want to be the 
person that ruins it for yourself and every-
one else.
The biggest thing to remember is to re-
spect others, especially when it comes to 
personal space.  You wil l  most l ikely be 
packed like sardines at most concerts, but 
you still need to be considerate of a per-
son’s personal bubble. This simply means 
not elbowing the people around you, or be-
ing pushy and rude. Like I said before, it is 
about common courtesy.
Of course, like every long lecture about 
safety and etiquette, I will  end this one 
with “have fun.” Concert are one of my 
favorite things to experience and they are 
meant to be fun. Just avoid being a jerk and 
it will be.
Angelica Cataldo is a junior journalism major. 
She can be reached at 581-2812 or 
amcataldo@eiu.edu.
“This is a story of boy meets girl. But before 
they do, you should know up front: this is not a 
love story.”
This was from the first scene of “500 Days of 
Summer,” and within the first five minutes, I was 
hooked. The screenplay, cast and soundtrack were 
all great. It is one of the few movies I can watch 
again and again. 
I recently saw “La La Land,” and the movie gave 
me a similar experience. It had amazing music and 
developed characters that I was rooting for. 
But then, like “500 Days of Summer,” the two 
characters did not stay together. And I loved it. 
Seeing “La La Land” made me realize I like a 
very specific type of romance movie, and that type 
is where romance is present but not necessary for 
the characters’ happy endings. 
“500 Days of Summer,” “La La Land,” “Her” 
and “The Intervention” are some of my favorite 
movies. All show dynamic, honest relationships. 
I am so tired of watching a couple on screen 
meet, fall in love and have some issue that tears 
them apart only to have it resolved ten minutes lat-
er. Normally, this involves a grand gesture in the 
pouring rain. It might be romantic, but the gesture 
does not actually solve anything except giving the 
audience what they want. 
Loving someone and staying in a relationship is 
not easy. When movies show us a complex prob-
lem can be solved instantly, it does not show us 
the common saying “love conquers everything.” It 
makes us think our own relationships should not 
hit roadblocks, and if they do, those roadblocks 
should magically fix themselves because we care for 
the person. 
This is why I love watching real problems un-
fold in movies. They do not have to be solved, but 
the characters need to have some real conversations 
in trying to do so.
Realistically, people do not always stay together. 
That does not mean their time was wasted, or that 
the relationship was not real. 
“La La Land” is perfect for the hopeless roman-
tics and for the cynics because it showed both ver-
sions.
The couple (after separating) see each other 
again at a piano bar. Almost like an alternate end-
ing, the movie shows what the couple’s life would 
had been like if they had stayed together. You see 
them getting married, having children and living 
their life together. 
Throughout this, there is a light fog, an editing 
technique to let you know the scene is not a reali-
ty. Then it fades, and the female lead leaves the bar 
with a different man. 
Both leads got what they really wanted. Their 
main priority was not love; it was about becom-
ing successful in Hollywood. Both main characters 
lived out their career dreams. 
We should stop wanting movies to only be 
about love. In the real world, people find amazing 
and strong relationships while also working and as-
piring to achieve their dreams. We should seek out 
movies that deal with real problems, as well as see 
something besides love as the happy ending. 
Megan Ivey is a senior journalism major. She 
can be reached at 581-2812 or mkivey@eiu.edu.
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» Kesha
CONTINUED FROM PAGE1
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Last year tickets for the Panic! At The Disco spring concert sold fast, with sales starting February 17, 2016 for stu-
dents and March 2, 2016 for the general public and selling out on April 9, 2016. There were 3,100 tickets sold for 
the previous concert and currently Kesha and the Creepies concert has over 2,000 tickets sold so far.
 According to the contract, Ke-
sha is requesting a large comfort-
able chair, a sofa, two six-foot ta-
bles, a full-length mirror, a make-
up station, towels and other items 
for herself and her team.
Also requested were snacks and 
refreshments, such as mixed nuts 
and a fruit tray.
Cash said the Friday evening 
before  the  show wi l l  be  spent 
moving things around in Lantz 
Arena and arranging rooms to 
prepare for Kesha, her band, the 
guests and the concert in general.
As of now, over 2,000 tickets 
have been sold.
“We’re hoping to sell out,” Cash 
said. “I know the max we can sell 
is 3,000.”
If tickets are not sold out, peo-
ple can buy their ticket the day of 
the show. 
“Last time we checked over half 
of the tickets bought were from 
non-Eastern students,” she said. 
“It’s nice to know that our promo-
tional efforts are working.”
Sara Ryan, junior business man-
agement major, said she is looking 
forward to the concert on Satur-
day.
“I don’t know a lot of (Kesha’s) 
music, but the songs I do know 
are really catchy,” Ryan said. “I’m 
just looking forward to dancing 
and having a good night with my 
friends.”
Ryan said she knows a lot of 
people going to the concert and 
hopes there will be a good turn-
out.
“ It ’s  a lmos t  the  end  o f  the 
school year and I think a lot of us 
are just ready for summer and to 
have fun,” she said. “It’s definitely 
the best way to ease into the end 
of the semester.”
Loren Dickson can be reached at 
581-2812 or ladickson@eiu.edu.
 
By Kennedy Nolen
Multicultural Reporter | @KennedyNolenEIU
The EIU Students for Peace and Justice 
has been working on its own original doc-
umentary called “I Am Migration,” for 
months now.
The finished product will be shown 6 
p.m. Thursday in Phipps Auditorium of 
the Physical Science Building.
Brenda Cuellar, associate director of 
international recruitment, said the group 
has been working on the documentary 
since October of last year and meeting ev-
ery Sunday.
She said after over five months of hard 
work, they added the final touches to the 
documentary last week.
“The election and all the negative polit-
ical rhetoric built a platform of fear,” Cuel-
lar said, referencing issues around immi-
gration into the US and refugees fleeing 
their war-torn countries.
She said EIU Students for Peace and 
Justice wants the documentary’s message 
to be that immigrants are living in the 
United States to provide for themselves, 
just like everyone else, and that they are 
people too.
“We are most proud of how we share 
the perspective of immigrants,” Cuellar 
said.
The team of students worked hard go-
ing through the extensive resources and 
information, Cuellar said, and they want-
ed to be sure they had the right informa-
tion.
“The immigrants we did interview, 
their stories are incredible and filled with 
triumph,” she said.
Immigration impacts everyone in the 
US, Cuellar said, and it is everyone’s re-
sponsibility to play a role in fixing the bro-
ken system.
She said college students are the perfect 
audience for social change. She added that 
seeing the film is a great opportunity for 
students to get educated on the topic of 
immigration and make a difference.
Kennedy Nolen can be reached at 581-
2812 or kdnolen@eiu.edu.
Students to premiere documentary on immigration
Nearly all senate members who 
spoke expressed concern that the Teach 
Out was taking place the Thursday be-
fore finals week.
Senate members disagreed on 
whether the Teach Out would be effec-
tive, whether participating would hurt 
or help Eastern’s image and whether 
officially supporting it was in the best 
interest of students.
Witt said she supported the reso-
lution because she has seen the effec-
tiveness of rallies like this in the past. 
“Even though (students) won’t be talk-
ing to legislators because it’ll be a big-
ger crowd, it still makes a huge impact 
whenever (legislators) see students that 
are going, too,” she said, “Especially if 
their Student Senate is backing them.”
Senate member Patrick Fay said he 
was afraid Eastern’s brand would be 
negatively affected, in part because it 
might send a message to prospective 
students that Eastern is not a solid in-
vestment.
Senate member Zachary Cohen said 
the Teach Out reminded him of the ef-
fects the FundEIU movement had on 
him as a high school senior last year. 
“The first thing I did the next day was 
go the counselor’s office and look at 
other schools, because personally it just 
scared me,” he said.
Senate member Danny Estrada said 
he believed people were worried too 
much about Eastern’s image, when 
they should be concerned with mak-
ing sure Eastern gets resources from 
the state. 
“We can present the brightest, best 
image that we have,” he said. “But if 
we don’t have the foundations to build 
upon that, then that image means 
nothing.” 
Senate member Samuel Cundari 
said he did not believe the Teach Out 
would be effective because the tax rev-
enue simply is not there. Cundari also 
said he doubted the Capitol Police will 
allow them in the door because of legal 
restrictions to free expression protests 
in government buildings.
Witt also presented a report elab-
orating on new parking regulations. 
Eastern Police Chief Kent Martin an-
nounced in an email Tuesday that un-
derclassman and upperclassman park-
ing would be available to any student 
for the rest of the spring semester.
The proposals will be reviewed and 
potentially revised by the President’s 
Council Thursday. One such propos-
al is that all upperclassmen and under-
classmen would pay $125 for a year-
long parking pass or $75 per semester. 
Currently, upperclassmen pay $100 
per year or $50 per semester and un-
derclassmen pay $200 per year or 
$100 per semester.
Another proposal was for a new 
type of parking permit for non-stu-
dents who have a membership with 
the Student Recreation Center. It 
would eliminate the need for them to 
purchase a day pass every time they 
visited.
Three new registered student orga-
nizations were discussed at the meet-
ing: the EIU Aesthetics Fitness Club 
was proposed; the Yarn Society was 
recognized; and the approval for Spir-
itual Pluralism and Selfless Service 
Club was tabled until next week pend-
ing revisions to its constitution.
Leon Mire can be reached at 581-2812 
or lkmire@eiu.edu.
» Student Senate
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For rent
CLASSIFIEDS
For rent
6
2 bedroom, 2 bath modern suite. 
Washer, dryer. Opposite Textbook 
Rental. $450 a month. 
(217) 549-4074
________________________ 3/31
Large 5 bedroom house for rent. 
3-5 tenants. 2 bathroom. Off-street 
parking high efficiency furnace. 
Washer, dryer, central air, trash in-
cluded. Available August 2017 for a 
10 or 12 month lease. Pictures on 
Craigslist. Call Pam at 
(217) 417-7522.  
________________________ 3/31
SIGN NOW. PAY LATER. 1 & 2 BED-
ROOM APARTMENTS. Sign your 
lease for Melrose or Brooklyn in 
March and pay no money down. 
(217) 345-5515. 
________________________ 3/31
Affordable studio apartment good 
campus location (217) 345-2516
_________________________ 4/3
Looking for 2-3 responsible stu-
dents to rent a nice house afford-
able for the right party interested in 
pursuing an education at Eastern 
call (217) 345-2516
_________________________ 4/3
Awesome 3 bedroom townhouse. 
Call 24 hours for details. (
217) 549-2668.
________________________ 4/14
Fall 2017. Very nice houses, town-
houses, and apartments for 1-8 
people. 1-3 blocks from campus. 
Rent $250 - $400 per person. Call 
(217) 493-7559. 
www.myeiuhome.com
_________________________ 5/1
Recently Remodeled Student Rent-
al. $325 per bedroom. 
(217) 962-0790
_________________________ 5/1
STUDIO, 1, 2 & 3 BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS AVAILABLE. FALL 
2017.Great locations. Please con-
tact us for more information. 
(217) 348-8249 or visit our website 
at ppwrentals.com
_________________________ 5/1 
Spring, Summer and Fall 1, 2, 3 & 4 
Bedroom apartments as low as 
$222.50  some close to campus Car-
lyle Apartments 217-348-7746 
www.charlestonILapt.com
_________________________ 5/1
Close to campus. Nice, clean apart-
ments. 1 and 2 bedroom. Starting at 
$250 a bedroom. For spring semes-
ter 2017, fall semester 2017. No 
pets. Fully furnished except beds. 
Off-street parking and laundry on-
site. Some restrictions do apply. Call 
or text (314) 334-3994. 
_________________________ 5/2
10 Year Price ROLLBACK! 
1-2 PERSON RENTALS 
 
www.woodrentals.com 
 
Call for appointment to view! 
 
 
 
 
 1512 A Street / 345-4489 
 Dig into diversity
Help wanted
ACROSS
 1 Joan 
nicknamed 
“The 
Godmother of 
Punk”
 5 Many a W.S.J. 
subscriber
 8 Org. that 
started during 
the California 
gold rush
12 Home of the 
all-vowel-
named town 
Aiea
13 Tropical fruit
15 Flood (in)
16 Electrical 
system
17 Wayne Gretzky, 
for 10 seasons
18 Highland 
tongue
19 Maven
20 Fool
21 Indefinite 
ordinal
22 Request at the 
barber’s
24 Midwest 
capital, to 
locals
26 Domain of 
Horus, in 
Egyptian myth
28 Bulletin board 
fasteners
32 Joker
35 Toiletry brand 
whose TV ads 
once featured 
the Supremes
37 Thus far
38 Michael who 
played Bruce 
Wayne’s butler
40 Engine cover
41 Purplish bloom
43 Establishments 
that often have 
porte cochères
44 What might get 
the ball rolling
46 Burrowing 
animal of 
southern Africa
48 Napoleon’s 
place
49 Fight on a mat, 
in dialect
50 Chopped
52 What might get 
the ball rolling
53 Where Herbert 
Hoover was 
born
56 Actor Turner of 
“The Hobbit”
58 A tater can 
produce up to 
four of these
62 “Which weighs 
more — a 
pound of 
feathers or a 
pound of lead?” 
and others
65 Novelist 
Fitzgerald
66 Letters 
preceding a 
pseudonym
67 City where 
LeBron James 
was born
68 “As a result …”
69 Cohen who 
co-founded 
an ice cream 
company
70 They come 
after 12
DOWN
 1 Short run?
 2 Lawman played 
by James 
Garner and 
Kevin Costner
 3 1970s fad item
 4 ___ rose 
(English 
heraldic 
emblem)
 5 California’s ___ 
Woods
 6 Island in the 
Coral Triangle
 7 “___ plaisir!”
 8 Help stimulate 
the economy
 9 Pulls a fast one 
on
10 Promote
11 “Dr.” of rap
13 “Hell if I know!”
14 Alan of “Argo”
23 “___ be my 
pleasure!”
25 Advisory grp. to 
the president
26 Title meaning 
“master”
27 Capital of 
Sweden
29 Where Harley-
Davidson Inc. is 
HOG
30 Dog, cat or 
hamster
31 Tabloid pair
33 Historical 
record
34 Tale of derring-
do
36 The devil’s 
playthings, they 
say
39 Drone’s mission
41 “Back to my 
point …”
42 TV Land 
programming
45 Hot temper
47 Clear the 
dishes?
51 Muslim face 
veil
52 Song that 
might have 
hosannas
53 Native people 
of Guatemala
54 Wister who 
was known as 
the father of 
western fiction
55 Join together
57 School with five 
March Madness 
titles
59 Snoozer
60 A party to
61 Some 
personnel info: 
Abbr.
63 Principle 
behind yin and 
yang
64 Something 
you might get 
with a piercing, 
informally
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Bartenders wanted, flexible hours. 
Veterans of foreign wars post 
#4325. 1220 S. 19th Mattoon. Come 
pick up an application or call Cory 
217-493-1973
_________________________ 4/4
Bartender at Mac’s Uptowner. No 
experience necessary. Must be 21 
and available summer and 2017-
2018 school year. Pick up applica-
tion after 4 p.m. 623 Monroe
________________________ 4/12
$$
Scenic 71 acres with tillable land 
and timber; improved with a 
3,320-square-foot 5-bedroom 
ranch home with finished base-
ment, workshop, barn with apart-
ment. A must-see property only 10 
mi les  south of  Char leston! 
$599,000. Winnie Stortzum, Farm-
ers National Company, 109 East 
Main Street, Arcola. (800) 500-2693. 
www.farmersnational.com
________________________ 4/14
MARY ELLEN GREENBURG | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Senior marketing major Kenia Gonzalez fills a bottle of sand during the Sand Diversity activity in 
the Bridge Lounge of the Martin Luther King Jr. Union Wednesday afternoon. Gonzalez said the 
event was fun, pretty, a good way to express yourself and people were looking forward to it as part 
of the Prowlin’ Around the World in Seven Days activities.
MARY ELLEN GREENBURG | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Junior Sekiyah Ware a psychology and sociology major determines which color 
to add next to her sand bottle Wednesday afternoon. Ware filled her bottle with 
various colors during the Sand Diversity event in the Bridge Lounge of the Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Union. She said her color selections represent her being very 
open-minded, worldly and well-rounded.
i Spy
In our paper!
Call today - 581-2816
YOUR AD
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By Dillan Schorfheide
Men’s Tennis Reporter | @DEN_Sports
A losing record can kill a team’s spirit, and it can 
make the players have a lack of motivation to contin-
ue to work hard.
The men’s tennis team is currently 3-16 on the 
year.  It has endured a hard schedule, facing tough op-
ponents such as the University of Wisconsin, Indiana 
University, Jacksonville State and Eastern Kentucky, 
two in-conference opponents who are first and sec-
ond in the Ohio Valley Conference respectively.
Eastern has also suffered three losing streaks of 
at least four games, the longest of which was eight 
games.  The Panthers has also been shut out nine 
times this season.
But the team is still working hard, staying motivat-
ed and finding success. 
Redshirt senior Jacob Wendell has the most experi-
ence on the team and is the only senior.  
 “(The season) gets tough, it’s a grind.  Every week-
end we’re out of town; we’re here so seldom.  It’s just 
to keep [the team’s] heads up when things get tough,” 
Wendell said.
He added that it is important to be cheerful on the 
court, as well as keeping the spirits and energy high.
As Wendell said with his role on the team, part of 
the team chemistry is the older players helping the 
freshman like Gage Kingsmith.
“The upperclassmen always help me,” Kingsmith 
said.  “Sometimes I get a little angry or sad about how 
I’m playing, and they’re always there, on the court es-
pecially, to help me play my best.”
Fellow freshman Marko Stefan Janjusic agreed 
with what Kingsmith said, saying the upperclassmen 
have been very good in helping the freshman to keep 
working and stay motivated.
“All of us, we stand there for each other, we help 
each other out,” Kingsmith said.
Off the court, the team continues to build its 
chemistry.  
Wendell said the two big ways the team does so 
is through playing ping pong together and eating to-
gether.  
“Ping pong is the battlegrounds,” Wendell said, 
with a smile on his face.
He also added that before a match, he will goof 
around with his teammates to help get the team’s spir-
its loose.
Wendell said he listens to music, Kingsmith said 
he tries to focus on staying loose with his arms and 
feet and Janjusic said he believes it is important to 
have a good diet and drink water.
Wendell said the biggest thing the team is doing to 
play well is repetitions.  
As an example of repetitions, he said the “40 drill,” 
where each player has to hit 40 balls past the service 
line.  He said this drill is key for the team.
Throughout the season, head coach Samuel 
Kercheval has stressed the importance of playing well 
and doing the simple things right.
Kingsmith, said one of the things Kercheval stress-
es is moving into to the ball.
“Me especially, I sometimes get kinda lazy and I 
just allow the ball to come to me,” Kingsmith said. 
“That helps me, and I’m sure it helps a lot of the oth-
er guys too.”
Eastern has two matches this weekend, Friday 
Eastern plays Belmont and Saturday they face Ten-
nessee State.
Both teams are OVC opponents, giving the Pan-
thers two chances to earn its first conference win of 
the season.
Dillan Schorfheide can be reached at 
581-2812 or at dtschorfheide@eiu.edu.
Hard work, team chemistry give tennis success
By Adam Shay
Feature Story Writer | @Den_Sports
Ever since she picked up her first club at the age 
of four, one of junior Anne Bahr’s biggest challenges 
in her golfing career has been her transition to East-
ern, along with conquering her self-doubt and deal-
ing with injuries.
Bahr’s first mental challenge was making the 
1,704-mile transition from her home in Boise, Idaho 
to Charleston.  Bahr said she had to deal with miss-
ing her family while trying to find a balance between 
golf and school.
“It was really tough,” Bahr said. “My freshman 
year was hard due to missing my family.  Also, it was 
challenging to get used to everything.  It took a little 
while getting used to being gone so much for tourna-
ments and trying to make up for it in class.”
What helped Bahr get through her freshman year 
were her teammates. 
“My team made up 
for it and just the people 
I met.  It was a lot of fun 
but it was challenging,” 
Bahr said.  “The winter 
was tough. We have cold 
winters in Idaho, but not 
like here.  You step out-
side and then there’s the 
wind-chill.”
B a h r  h a s  g o n e 
through times where she 
doubted herself as a golfer.  
During the fall season of her sophomore year, 
Bahr said at the time, she was trying to control herself 
mentally, however it proved to be challenging for her.
“Last year in the fall was tough because I was try-
ing to get myself under control and trying to get my 
mental game to a better level than where it was at,” 
Bahr said. “You hit a bad shot and then you start 
doubting yourself and then it kind of spirals out of 
control.”  
Over a year later, Bahr has learned not to linger 
on those bad holes.  She said the key to moving past 
those mistakes is forgetting them as soon as possible.
“Those bad holes you have to forget about them 
and move on,” Bahr said.  “I have to take that step 
and say, ‘okay I can do this, I can shoot better than 
what I’m doing right now,’ It happens, it’s painful, 
but I just try and move on from it because I know 
I’m better than that.”
Last spring, Bahr developed a cyst on her right 
wrist.  
Bahr said having the cyst was probably her biggest 
setback in her career.  
“I had a cyst and they couldn’t get it out because 
it was right next to a vein and an artery,” Bahr said. 
“That was a little frustrating.  It was two weeks be-
fore the season started and once season started, we 
went four tournaments straight.  I just had to work 
through it.”
 Bahr injured her back in practice and her first 
tournament was two weeks away.
“I hurt my back this past February and I was out 
for two weeks,” Bahr said.  “When the rest of team 
was practicing in the better weather, I would wake up 
and not get out of bed.  I was very worried about the 
first tournament and I had to trust my base from the 
fall would be there.”
 Last year at IPFW, Bahr had her first top ten fin-
ish as she tied for sixth with her senior teammate se-
nior Chloe Wong.
Bahr said her back is now healthy and has re-
turned to her fall form.  In last weekend’s tournament 
at the Saluki Invitational at Southern Illinois Univer-
sity, Bahr finished tied for 24th, her highest ranking 
in the tournament so far.
 
Adam Shay can be reached at 
581-2812 or at acshay@eiu.edu.
Anne Bahr makes comeback from injury
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By Parker Valentine 
Women’s Tennis Writer | @DEN_Sports
Emily Pugachevsky was nine years 
old when she started playing tennis. 
Born in Israel, Pugachevsky moved to 
Toronto when she was 2 years old. 
For her elementary education, 
Pugachevsky went to a private school. 
Her school had a program that would 
take the students to play tennis at a club 
once every two weeks. 
This program is where Pugachevsky 
met her first coach, Valeri Iagolnik. 
Iagolnik noticed her hustle and determi-
nation immediately. 
“I tried really hard and I stood out 
apparently,” Pugachevsky said. “The 
coach noticed me and told me I have 
talent. He wrote a note to my dad and 
my parents signed me up.”
From that point forward, tennis be-
came a constant part of Pugachevsky’s 
life. Iagolnik was a strong positive influ-
ence in her life from then on. He helped 
her find something she loved.  
“I usually quit everything I start; ten-
nis is the only thing I never quit. I really 
like it,” said Pugachevsky.
Before leaving Canada, Pugachevsky 
played in numerous national events 
from Toronto. In 2012, she won the 
Ontario Tennis Association’s Roman 
Cup Tournament from the U14 and 
U16 categories. 
Pugachevsky attributes her commit-
ment to both her coaches and her father. 
“The coaches actually believed in me, 
they made me want to be better at it,” 
Pugachevsky said.   
 After elementary school, she moved 
to Boca Raton, Fla. to attend the Evert 
Tennis Academy.
 At Evert, tennis is a full-time job. 
Pugachevsky completed her school work 
online and trained consistently and said 
that she does not like the easy route 
when it comes to tennis.
“I don’t like playing easy match-
es. When I win 6-0, 6-0, that’s not fun 
for me, it has to be competitive. I like 
when it’s tough, when I’m in the third 
set and everyone is counting on me,” 
Pugachevsky said. 
When deciding which college to at-
tend, Eastern stuck out to her immedi-
ately. 
“I came to Eastern because everyone 
is so close. I went to other schools and 
nobody was as close, they were more 
separate,” Pugachevsky said. “My team-
mates are my best friends.”
One teammate Pugachevsky has 
formed a strong bond with on the court 
is sophomore Shristi Slaria. The duo 
holds the Panthers best doubles record 
this season, at 7-3.
One of the strongest aspects of their 
relationship is how direct they can be 
with each other. 
“(Shristi) is very tough. If I’m not do-
ing something right, she’ll tell me im-
mediately so I can fix it right away,” 
Pugachevsky said.
One thing to help Pugachevsky get 
ready for matches, is listening to music.
“I don’t have a routine before match-
es, I just have to dance. I need music, I 
need to jump a few times and dance and 
I’m good,” Pugachevsky said.
Pugachevsky wants to follow in her 
father’s footsteps. She recently picked up 
her major in finance and would like to 
go into business after her time at East-
ern is up. Her father owns a brokerage 
firm in Canada. 
Pugachevsky’s father has always been 
a strong role model in her life. He al-
ways pushes her to strive for success. 
“My dad always pushes me, I wanted 
to quit tennis many times but my dad 
helped me realize how much I love it,” 
Pugachevsky said. “If it wasn’t for my 
dad, I wouldn’t be playing college ten-
nis.”
She has formed a bond with head 
coach Emily Wang during her time here 
as well.
“She helped me realize the type of 
player I am. She helped me find my 
strengths,” Pugachevsky said. “She also 
helps me out with school. She looks out 
for me, I really appreciate her because 
she really tries to help us.”
Coach Wang is always there for her 
players. She also appreciates their indi-
vidual traits. 
“It has been fun getting to know Em-
ily this year. She is a fierce competitor 
and works hard. She has been a great 
fit for the team and I am excited to see 
what she will do in her next three years 
on and off the court here at EIU,” Wang 
said. 
Parker Valentine can be reached at 
581-2812 or at pivalentine@eiu.edu.
Freshman attributes passion to coaches 
By Maher Kawash 
Baseball Reporter | @DEN_Sports 
It took nearly three hours to find a 
winner but when all was said and done, 
the Eastern baseball team proved it is here 
to stay. 
The Panthers hosted Southern Illinois-
Carbondale in their second straight mid-
week matchup, and it marked the finish 
of a five-game home stand. 
But in that home stand this young 
Eastern team finally found its identity.
It was another game where power led 
the way as the Panthers relied on their 
second grand slam in as many days to top 
the Salukis 10-7. 
Not only does it build momentum for 
the team heading into more conference 
play, but it stands as Eastern’s third con-
secutive win. 
“Everyone’s starting to get hot and the 
bats are swinging well so we just have to 
build off that momentum,” senior Chase 
Thurston said. 
It nearly turned into a disaster though 
as Southern Illinois combined for six runs 
in three of the final four innings to make 
it a ballgame. 
Junior Matt Albert made his presence 
known with that first inning grand slam. 
That made it back-to-back games with a 
home run for Albert and his eighth over-
all this season. 
But what was significant for the rest of 
the team was building off that early mo-
mentum. 
Eastern never let up the rest of the 
way, but that may be in credit to coach 
Jason Anderson’s small ball approach. 
Throughout the game, the Panthers 
insisted on catching the defense off guard 
with multiple bunts that inched long 
enough to reach base or move runners 
over. 
It was the perfect mix as that approach 
was getting runners on and across while 
the power hitters such as Albert and red-
shirt junior Frankie Perrone knocked 
some balls over the fence. 
But what the Panthers also continue to 
struggle with is finding a complete game, 
and for the beginning half of this one it 
seemed as if they had found it. 
Eastern’s starter Thurston had plenty 
of run support on the mound and was 
able to work comfortably because of it. 
“My team came out and got four runs 
for me so that makes it a lot easier, and 
after that you just kind of try and pitch 
with a lead by not walking too many 
guys,” Thurston said. 
Thurston worked smoothly through 
the first two innings before running into 
trouble in the second. 
It was arguably one of the best outings 
for an Eastern pitcher this season as he 
was able to go deeper into the ballgame 
with a six-inning performance. 
“You just have to take it one batter at 
a time, because if you start looking ahead 
into the future of the game then you start 
making mistakes,” Thurston said. 
He gave up just two runs in that 
span with three walks as well, but it was 
enough to get his first win of the season. 
The Panthers’ bullpen continues to 
be a focal point of any struggles to come 
the team’s way, and this time around they 
were just lucky enough to escape the Sa-
luki rally. 
Now Eastern moves forward onto 
conference play this weekend with the 
most momentum they have had all sea-
son. 
The Panthers return to the road begin-
ning Friday to face Tennessee Tech before 
playing another two single-game match-
ups next week. 
Maher Kawash can be reached at 
581-2812 or mwkawash@eiu.edu. 
Bats lead baseball team to third straight win
JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Senior Chase Thurston delivers a pitch to a Southern Illinois University-Carbondale batter Wednesday at Coaches 
Stadium. Thurston picked up his first win of the season over six innings of work for the Panthers.
SEAN HASTINGS| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Freshman Emily Pugachevsky returns the ball in her singles match against EKU. Pugachevsky said she plays tennis for the adrenaline rush.
